                                        


SSW Alternative Energy Index Down 2.3% in April   
While the majors were all up significantly in April, the SSW Alternative Energy Index was off by 2.3% from 286 to 279. Pacing the majors’ gains was the Dow which leaped 5.7% from 12,354 to 13,063 (148 to 157 on a comparable index basis) with the other two not very far behind. They posted significant 4.3% gains for the month. The S&P 500 moving from 1,421 to 1,482 (161 to 168 on a comparable index basis), and the NASDAQ rising up from 2,422 to 2,525 (181 to 189 on a comparable index basis).

Decliners narrowly led gainers by 10 to 9 with one even. Three of the gainers rose by more than 5%. On the downside, eight issues were down by more than 5% with two of those off by more than 10%.

Up by more than 5% were:

Methanex Corp. (MEOH) up 7% to $23.98 

Distributed Energy Systems Corp. (DESC) up 7% to $1.46 

Quantum Fuel Sys Techs WW Inc. (QTWW) up 7% to $1.30 

Off by more than 10% were:

Distributed Energy Systems Corp. (DESC) down 11% to $0.85 

Valence Technology Inc. (VLNC) down 10% to $7.04  
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