                                        


Alternative Energy Falls Sharply in January

Following a 4.6% drop in December, the SSW Alternative Energy Index fell even more sharply in January. It dropped 6.4% from 331 to 310. The majors all posted healthy gains with the NASDAQ leading the way by rising 2.0% from 2,415 to 2,464 (181 to 184 on a comparable index basis). The other two majors lagged the NASDAQ with the S&P 500 gaining 1.4% from 1,418 to 1,438 (161 to 163 on a comparable index basis), and the Dow bringing up the rear at a rise of 1.3% from 12,463 to 12,622 (149 to 151 on a comparable index basis).

Decliners overwhelmed gainers by a margin of 14 to 6. Two of the gainers rose by more than 5%, while six of the decliners dropped by more than 10%.

Leading the gainers were:

Evergreen Solar Inc. (ESLR) up 11% to $8.38 

Beacon Power Corp. (BCON)
 up 8% to $1.07 

Declining by more than 10% were:

Medis Technologies Ltd. (MDTL) down 26% to $12.93 

Capstone Turbine Corp. (CPST) down 25% to $0.92 

Hydrogenics Corp. (HYGS) down 16% to $1.07 

Environmental Power Corp. (EPG) down 13% to $7.67 

Distributed Energy Systems Corp. (DESC) down 13% to $3.13 

Maxwell Technologies Inc. (MXWL) down 12% to $12.22 
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