                                        


SSW Water Stocks Index Off 3% in December

For the second consecutive month, the SSW Water Stocks Index experienced a significant decline. It dropped 3% from 258 to 250 while the majors were all off less than one percent. Of the majors, the NASDAQ experienced the slightest drop, 0.3%, while declining from 2,661 to 2.652 (an unchanged 199 on a comparable index basis). The Dow was off 0.8% dropping from 13,372 to 13,255 (160 to 159 on a comparable index basis), while the S&P 500 experienced the largest loss of 0.9% moving from 1.481 to 1.468 (168 to 167 on a comparable index basis)

Decliners paced gainers by almost two to one, 13 to seven. Two stocks posted better than 5% gains while seven of the thirteen decliners were off by more than 5%. Of these, four were down by more than 10%.

The two stocks up more than 5% were:

Calgon Carbon Corp. (CCC) up 9% to $15.89 

Pall Corp. (PLL) up 5% to $40.32 

The four stocks that dropped by more than 10% were: 

Consolidated Water Co. Ltd. (CWCO) down 17% to $25.19 

Layne Christensen Co. (LAYN) down 14% to $49.21 

Ameron International Corp. (AMN) down 13% to $92.15 

PICO Holdings Inc. (PICO) down 13% to $33.62
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